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MNitmb. 13. 


The Athenian Mercury: 


—_—_ 


&aturoayp, February 11. 1693 


N one of your late Mercuries, I find that 
there’s aprivate Difpute held betwixt one 


Queft. 1. 
of your Society, and a Gentleman at St. 


James's, about the Rationality and Operations of Brutes: 
The Subject is {o very Nice and Diverting, that we believe 
you would highly Oblige the Age to publifh what has pajt be- 
tmixt youonthis head ? 

Anfw. Having the Gentleman’s Liberty, we have 
thought fit to print the firft Letters that have paft up- 
on this Subject, as follows : 


That Brates bave no Souls, but are pure 
Machines, or a fort of Clock-work, de- 
void of any fenfe of Pain, Pleafure, De- 
fire, Hope, Fear, &c. 


1. The Contrary Opinion charges the Almigh- 
ty with Injuftice: Brutes have never made an 
ill ufe of their Liberty, andthofe Natural Pow- 
evs which they recetv’d in thetr firk Creation ; 
therefore if God puntfhes them with pain, and 
makes them not only unhappy, but unequally Une 
happy, who are all equally Innocent, ( for Ls p- 
land Dogs, Cc. mect with better treatment than 
orbers ) then I can’t fee how God can be juft, 
how this Principle can be true, Vhat under a 
jaft God nothing can be miferable without 
demerit ; 4 Principle which St. Auguftin made 
ufe of to demonftrate Original Sin againft the Pe- 
lagians. 

2. If we let go this Argument of the Mecha- 
rifm of Beafts, and their final diffolurion in this life, 
what affignable difference can there be betwixt them 
and Rational Men? 

We allagree inthis difference betwixt Men 
and Beafts, that Men after their Death are ca- 
pable of Elappine/s in another Life, which will tnfi- 
nitely ostballance the Ajfronts, unjust Dealings 
and Llujuries that many meet with in this; bat 
Beafts lofe all at Death, they have been unhappy 
aud Innocent, without any expectation of a future 
recompence : Now how this e confiftent with the 
Suftice of God, 1 know not. 

. The Soul of a Dog can’t be more noble than 
the Body, becaufe tt us made for the Body, ine 
capable of any other End or Felicity than enjoy- 
tua ahe Boay, if there be any other end, you are to 
fhow it. What think you of the Soulsof Flys that 
are made purely for the nourifbment of Swallow: ; 
if the Soul of a Fly be more nobler than a Body, wiry 
35 it made for the ufe of Swallows bodies ? And why 
don't Swailows rather feed upon Grain as othe 
Birds do? It appears incredible to me, that fuch 
a number of Souls fhould be annihilated to preferve 
the Body of one filly Bird, aS 

Sir, If your.turn me a fatisfaftory * Anfwer to 
thefe Heads, and further demonftrate and confirm 
your own Hypothesis, you will not only Oblige all 
Cartefians, and amongft them me, but ab th. ref? 


A 


of the World, for "tu a very Nice and Curious 
Subject. 


I am Sir, 


Yours, &c. 


T. B. 


That Brutes bave immaterial Souls, and 
are rational thinking Creatures, [enfible 


of pleafure, pain, defire, hope, fear, &e. 


SIR, 


Wis I firft engaged in this Subject, I was very 
fenfible what Numerous and Learned Adverf{a- 
ries I had to deal with, there being fcarce any of our 
Modern Philofophers who are not Cartefians: And I 
fhall more willingly defend what I have advane’d, fince 
tis no Article of Faith, nor in the leaft oppofice to the 
Doétrine of the Immortality of humane Souls. 


To the firft Argument brought, That Brutes would be 
innocently mifertble, and by Confequence Ged unjuft if they 
felt any pain ? I Anfwer, that Brutes were made for the 
lervice and ufe of Man, as their proper End, and that 
therefore the pains and evils that they labour under, jis 
the Effect ot Adams Tranfgreffion: And they are not 
properly faid to be curs’d in themfelves, but in him, 
or rather he in them; for they being all made for his 
Service, and he finking, they thereby loft the Happi- 
nefs and Dignity of their Nature, and became lyable to 
Pain, Sicknefs,:and Death, as being his Servants, and 
as fuch their Evils were properly his, and are only to 
be lookt upon as they have relation to him, he being 
made unhappy in the lofs of their Vigour and Healch, 
and {o deprived in great meafure of the Powers they 
receiv'd for fuch a Service. If the Cartefians fike noe 
this Anfwer, 1 wou'd defire ‘em to vindicate the Juftice 
of God any other way, ftom the feeming feverity of 
vifiting the Sins of Parents upon the Children, unto the third 
and fourth Generation; which cou'd have no fhare in 
their Parents Tranigreffion, unlefs they cou’d a@ be- 
fore they had a Being, which is a Cafe of the fame Na- 
ture, but confiderably greater. I am Confident no 
Cartefian can tell how to get clear of this Inftance, or 
that of our dying in Adam, onany other principles than 
what I have made ufe of to folve their Cafe of Brutes, 
unlefs they will alfo fay that fuch Children, and allehe 
reftof Mankind are Muchines too. 


2. In An{wer to the fecond, which requires Aa Affign- 
able difference betwixt a Humane and a Brutal Soul, upon 
admitting the rationality of Brutes. I Antwer, Miles who 
hes given us the Hiftory of the Creation of both, ins 
forms us chat the Earth brought forth every iiving Creature, 
( in the Hebrew, Soud of Life, ) but when he {peaks of 
the Formation of a Man, befides an Infpiration of tke 
Breath of Lite, or being made a living Soul, he adds, 
that he was made after the Image ef God, which Beafts are 
not. By the lmage of God I underftand a Participati- 
on in fome meaiure of all his Communicable Attri- 
butes, asa Stamp or Impreffion of Holine{s, Fuftice, Mcr- 
cy, 8c. upon the Animal Soul ; for to fay that Maa 
was made after che mage of God in refpeét of his Bo- 
dy, is Idolatrous Nonfenfe ; thus Sacred Writ tells us 
of being renewed in the Image of Holine{s, of partaking of 
the 


the Divine Nature, and that Jefus was the expre/s Image 
of bis Father's Perfon: take this Image of God to be fo 
contiderable a difference betwixt a Humane and a Brutal 
Soul, that I need add no more ; however to anticipate 
ali turther Objection oa this Head, I further offer, 
that he that is this capable of the greateft Actions, is 
capable of lefs, it they are alfo proper Objects of the 
fame Capability ; but a Man by the Prerogative of his 
Nature being Capable of Religion, which is the moft 
Realonable and Noble Qualification of a Created B+ing, 
is allo Capable of other things of lefs confequence, and 
which tall uncer the fame Power of Thought as Religi- 
on does, I mean a] that a Bruce is capable ot, and other 
intermediate labours of the Mind, as Numbers and their 
deep Treafuries, Laws, Contraéts, Councils, and innu- 
merable other Acquirements that Brutes cannot reach 
unto, thro” an inaptitude and indifpofition -of. Organs. 
Anes that refemble the Humane Figure,’ outdo other 
Creatures, and thofe Hairy Monfters that look yet more 
like Humane, at Landeroo and Monomotopa, differ only 
fiom a rude Plebeian in Religion. If you Demand of 
me, What becomes of Brutal Souls, which I hold to ba 
Immaterial, fince I alfo grant that the Immaterial Souls 
of Mep are immortal 21 reply, That either they will 
te annthilated by che ame Power that Created them out 
ot Nothing, or elfe that there is a Tranfmigration of 
Brutal Souls, or elfe ( which I'm yet more willing to 
believe, fince there's no Herefie nor ill Confequenice at- 
¢ nding it ) that they wander up and down thefe lower 
Regions, ‘till the time {poken of by St. Puu/, Kom. 
8.21. Becaufe the Creature fhall be deliver'd from the Bond- 
age of Corruption, ( the State that Adam brought ’em into 
by his Tran{greffion ) into the glorious liberty of the Children 
of God ; (a Text by many fuppos’d to have relation to the 
Milennium) and that then all Creatures which by Adam's fin 
bave been (ubjedd to Vanity,(to ule the Apoftle’s Phrafe) chat 
is, lyable to Pain, Sicknets and Death, fhall rite again,and 
for che thouland Years Reign fhal] be partakers of the tame 
Happinels and Vigour that they had before Adam fell : 
If this be to, ‘twill be a Recompente for their Sufferings 
now, andthe firft Argument will be thereby fully An- 
fwer'd ; there’s now a very Pious, Learned Divine, that 
has imparted to fome of his Friends an Opinion not 
much unlike this, viz. That he believes God Almighty may 
for bis own Glory make fome ule or other of all Creatures in 
another Life, perbaps for the Sexvice of Glorified Bodies, fince 
he fees no reafon for the annihilation of their Souls : But this 
by the by, fince the former part of my Aniwer is tull to 
your Argument; and as tothe latter, youare at liberty 
to believe and conclude as you pleate. 

3. As to the chird ‘tis Compos’d of the two former, 
and therefore has its Anfwer above. 

4. You take it for granted in the fourth, That the Soul 
of a Dog is made purely for the Enjoyment and Ue of the Bo- 
dy, and therefire caw't be more Noble than it ; which isa 
Petitio Principii, for the End of a Dog is nor the Enjoy- 
ment of his Body. I have before fhow’d chat al] Crea- 
tures are made for the ufe of Man, and that being their 
proper End, the Ute and Enjoyment of their owa Sen- 
les cannot be fo too, for that wou’d be ablurd. A Spa- 
nie] exprefles a greater Guit of Pleature in tetching a 
Fowl] off the Water which his Matter has fhot, than in 
eating, which is the moft alluring Sente in a Brute, which 
Inftance fhows that a Brute may have more Pleature in 
ferving a Man than in the Enjoyment and Ule of any 
Senfe. A good Man’s Beaft is more happy in a mode- 
rate Labour and prepar’d Food, chan any Wild Crea- 
cure that continually drudges under the Difficulties of 
Fear and Hunger. Now if a Dog be made for the Ser- 
vice of Man, 1 know not how his Soul caw be excepted, 
fince without it he coud neither ferve his Mafter nor 
himfelf: And if 10, The Soul of a Dog is made for the w/e 
of bis Mafter, by actuating and influencing the Body for 
the Mafter’s Service, and chat which aétuates is more 
Noble than that which is aétuated ; fo that on the con- 
trary, the Soul of a Brute is more Noble than the Bo- 
dy. Lajtly, You ask, Why a Swallow devours juch 2 mul- 
titude of Flyes Souls to preferve ber Body, if the Soul of a 
Fly is more Noble than the moft perfect Body? I An{wer, 
That ‘tis not the Soul of Flyes that’ is deftroyed, and 


gives Nourifiiment to the Swallow’s Body, but the Bo, 
dy of the Fly, and ‘tis that which fhe purfues, ( not me. 
chanically, as we fhall fhow hereafter): A Swallow 
can no more devour a Flyes Soul, than the Canibals 
in Guiana eat up the Souls of one fanother, immaterj. 
ality being no ways fubjeét tothe Affault or Violence 
of any matter however modified. — 
I haye not room to proceed any further, but in the 
next Mercury che remainder of the faid Letter wil] fre 
Printed, wherein is further prov’d from the Cartoh ans 
Definition of Matter, and from the Laws of the Motion 
of Matter, that ‘tis impoflible for a Swallow to purtue 
a Fly, by reafon of any impreffion made upon her Op. 
tic Nerve: As alfo that the Aétions of Brutes are the 
Effects of Intelligent thinking Souls, and that Matter 
can’t think of it felf any more than move of it felf, and 
that cherefore the Aétions of Brutes are not the pure 
Eflects of Mechanifm. 


Adbertifements. 


There is Newly Publifhed 
Paper Entituled LAMBETH 
ALE. Printed for Ae/ Ro- 


per, near Temple-Bar. 


cee He Fourth Edition of The SECOND 

SPIR A, LICENSED and EN. 
TERED according to Order. Price Six 
Pence. 


a% ™y" He Second Edition of the late TRY- 
ALS of feveral WITCHES in 
New. England. Written by Corttox Mather, 


« 


and Publifhed by the Special Command of 
the Governour. 


Fees He Fourth Edition of the New Mar- 


_ A tyrology os Bloody Ajfizes, &c. Con- 
taining feveral Speeches, Letters, Elestes, and 
New Difcoveriess ( fent out of the WEST ) 
ne’re Printed befate. 


All three Printed for Fohn Dunton atthe Raver in the 
Poultrey. 
He Impartial Critick, or fome Obfervatiens on 
Mr. Kym:rs late Book, entituled A Short View of 
Tragedy. By Mr. Dennis. Priuged tor Randal Faylor near 
Stationers-Hall. 


Elect Effays, tending to the Univer{al Reformation of 
Learning, concluded with the Art of War, or a Sum- 
mary of the Martial Precepts, Neceflary for an Officer. 
By William Freeke, Eig; Printed for Tho. Afieers in the 
Inner -Tewiple-Lame. 


N Excellent SNUFF to prevent and Cure the 
‘XA Tooth-Ach. This Snuff which to Admiration 
hath given Immediate Eafe of the Tooth-Ach to (eve- 
ral hundreds the fa:ne Minute whilft taking, and if ta- 
ken often prevents ever having it again ; is Sold at 12 d. 
per Paper, and 2 5. per Box at the Places following ; 
at Tho. Howkins in, George-yard in Lumbard.-ftreet, at the 
Rainbow Coffee-houfe in Corubill, at Tom's Coffee-houle at 
Ludgate, at Richard’s Coffee-houfe at Temple-Bar, at Bar- 
tholomew's Coffee-houfe in Kathern-ftreet, at the Rainbow 
Coffee-houfe againft Northumberland-Houle in the Sirand, 
where any Perion may have it per Pound, Quarter, or 
Ounce at more reafonable Rates. 


LONDON, Printed for Zobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey, 1693. 


